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SUBJECT: EDA DEPARTS JSP TO FORM NEW PARTY 

REF: TOKYO 3788 

SUMMARY: FORMER JSP VICE CHAIRMAN EDA HAS RESIGNED FROM 
JSP TO FORM NEW PARTY AND RUN IN JULY UPPER HOUSE 
ELECTION. HIS RESIGNATION IS BLOW TO JSP AND, IF EDA 
IS SUCCESSFUL IN UPPER HOUSE BID. IT WILL OPEN UP 
POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL SOCIALIST DEFECTIONS AND 
HEIGHTEN MOOD OF IMPENDING POLITICAL CHANGE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LONG-TIME JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY (JSP) LEADER 

SABURO EDA ANNOUNCED MARCH 26 HIS RESIGNATION FROM JSP 
AND HIS INTENTION TO FORM "SOCIALIST CITIZENS' LEAGUE" 
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AND RUN IN JULY UPPER HOUSE ELECTION FROM NATIONAL 
CONSTITUENCY. 

2. IN LISTING HIS REASONS FOR LEAVING JSP. EDA SAID 

HIS REFORM EFFORTS OVER YEARS WITHIN PARTY HAD BEEN 
TO NO AVAIL AND THAT JSP WAS NOW UNABLE TO RESPOND TO 
CHALLENGES OF "COALITION ERA" AND UNABLE TO APPEAL TO 
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BROAD MASSES. HE MADE IT CLEAR HE HAD LEFT ALONE, 

BUT HELD OPEN POSSIBILITY THAT OTHERS WITHIN JSP 
SYMPATHETIC TO HIM MIGHT RESIGN FROM ISP TO JOIN HIM. 

3. EDA SAID HE WAS FORMING "SOCIALIST CITIZENS' LEAGUE" 
(SCL-TENTATIVE NAME) BECAUSE LEFT'S GREATEST TASK WAS 

TO ATTRACT UNCOMMITTED JAPANESE VOTERS (NOW ESTIMATED AT 
BETWEEN ONE-FOURTH AND ONE-THIRD OF ELECTORATE). IT 
WAS ESSENTIAL, EDA SAID, THAT NEW PARTY BE OPEN TO ALL 
AND OPEN IN ITS MANAGEMENT AND POLICY FORMULATION. POINTING 
UP SCL'S POLICY DIRECTIONS, EDA CITED FIRM 

MAINTENANCE OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY, COMPLETE SEPARATION 
OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT POWERS, AND EFFECTIVE USE OF 
MARKET SYSTEM UNDER FIRM GROUND RULES. THERE WERE NO 
FOREIGN POLICY PLANKS. EDA NOTED THAT IN "AGE OF 
FLUIDITY," EVEN SMALL NUMBERS COUNTED IF ONE COULD 
"FORMULATE POLICY." 

4. IN DISCUSSING HIS CAMPAIGN FOR UPPER HOUSE, EDA 

LEFT OPEN POSSIBILITY THAT SCL WOULD FIELD TEN CANDIDATES, 
MAKING IT ELIGIBLE FOR FORMAL RECOGNITION AS POLITICAL 
PARTY. EDA SAID GROUP WOULD RELY ON VOLUNTEER SUPPORT, 

WHICH APPEARS THUS FAR TO BE MAINLY EFFORTS OF REGIONAL, 

MOSTLY URBAN, POCKETS OF EDA SUPPORTERS. 

5. COMMENTING ON OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS, EDA SAID HE 
HAD RESIGNED HIS LEADERSHIP POSITION IN "SOCIETY TO THINK 
ABOUT A NEW JAPAN" BUT RETAINED TIES TO ORGANIZATION AND 
TO LIKE-MINDED INDIVIDUALS WITHIN JSP. (INASMUCH AS 
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SOCIETY IS COMMITTED TO BACK ITS PRIME-MOVER'S SON, 

TATSURO MATSUMAE, IN UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, ITS RESOURCES 
WERE COMMITTED AND EDA HAD TO FIND HIMSELF ANOTHER 
LABEL.) EDA WAS CRITICAL OF DSP BUT, HE SAID, IT WAS 
IMPORTANT THAT DSP, ALONG WITH CGP, NOT BE DRIVEN INTO 
CONSERVATIVE CAMP. HE HAD NO COMMENT ON NLC. 

6. RESPONDING TO EDA MOVE, JSP LEADERSHIP IMPLIED EDA 
IRRESPONSIBILITY AND STRESSED PARTY UNITY. CGP AND DSP 
WISHED HIM WELL BUT OFFERED NO ELECTION COOPERATION. 

JSP WAS HOSTILE, LDP NONCOMMITTAL AND NLC CAUTIOUS. 

EDITORIAL REACTION HAS ALSO BEEN CAUTIOUS, STRESSING 
SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF EDA MOVE, CALLING ON JSP TO 
RECONSIDER ITS CURRENT RELEVANCE AND EDA TO CLARIFY 
FUTURE COURSE. PRESS APPLAUDED, HOWEVER, ADDITIONAL 
EVIDENCE OF CENTRIST TENDENCY IN JAPANESE POLITICS. 

7. COMMENT. EDA DEPARTURE IS CLEARLY BLOW TO JSP, 

REINFORCING ITS PRESENT MARKED LEFTIST IMAGE AND POSING 
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SIGNIFICANT ELECTION CHALLENGE. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE 
UNCERTAINTY, HOWEVER, ABOUT PROSPECTS OF EDA UPPER 
HOUSE ELECTION SUCCESS. HE HAS LITTLE APPARENT 
ORGANIZED SUPPORT AND EXTENT TO WHICH HE CAN DRAW FROM 
JSP, DSP AND CGP IS UNCLEAR; PRIMIN FUKUDA, NO NEWCOMER 
TO POLITICS, SUGGESTS EDA GAINS WILL BE AT EXPENSE OF 
DSP AND CGP. ELECTION LOSS WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY 
MEAN QUICK DEMISE OF EDA AND EDA GROUP AS POLITICAL 
FORCES. ON OTHER HAND, VICTORY, PARTICULARLY BY LARGE 
MARGIN, WOULD OPEN UP POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER SUBSTANTIAL 
DEFECTIONS FROM JSP, NEW COMPLEXITIES IN DIET MANAGEMENT, 
AND HEIGHTEN MOOD OF IMPENDING CHANGE IN JAPANESE 
POLITICAL SPECTRUM. 
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